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This Week in NYC 


Three new Off Broadway play- 
houses made debut plans. The Premise, 
a cafe theatre showcase presenting im- 
provised sketches, will open Nov 22 at 
Thompson & Bleecker Sts with a show 
also to be called The Premise, Co-pro- 
ducers Theodore Flicker, David Carter, 
Alan Mankoff will try to duplicate their 
successful Crystal Palace, St Louis, 
and The Compass, Chicago, product- 
ions, Coffee and sandwiches will be sold, 
Irving Maidman will build two new small 
playhouses in the W 42nd St area, both 
designed by Russell Patterson and due 
to open early next year. Jewel Box 
Theatre will be adjacent to the Maidman 
Playhouse On W 42nd St at 9th Ave and 
will seat 146, while Showcase Theatre 
at 590 Ninth Av will seat 198, 


Plays 


Broadway business Election 
Night was the lowest of the season with 
only Sound of Music and Irma La Douce 
reporting sell-outs...La Plume de Ma 
Tante scheduled to close Dec ll, and 
will open national tour in Las Vegas on 
Dec 23...Becket to move from St James 
Dec 17, re-opening Dec 21 at Royale with 
Do Re Me due Dec 26 at St James... 
Camelot added three songs during Bos- 
ton tryout and still must cut 30 minutes 
from running time prior to Dec 3 NY 
opening... Midgie Purvis new comedy 
by Mary Chase starring Tallulah Bank- 
head has been rescheduled and is now 
slated to open Jan 26 presented by five 
co-producers--Robert Whitehead, Rog - 
er Stevens, Robert Fryer, Lawrence Carr, 
John Herman, 


Players 


Robert Loggia replaced Jason Ro- 
bards, Jr, Toys in the Attic... Judson 
Laire replaced Otto Kruger, Advise and 
Consent, latter left during Philadelphia 
tryout stating he was reluctant to appear 
in less than starring role...Georgiann 
Johnson replaced Gena Rowlands, Critic's 
Choice, latter left prior to Wilmington 
tryout stating she felt she was not right 
for role... Billie Allen joined Critid's 
Choice... NY opening casting cal or 
six non-speaking roles of Senators in 
Advise and Consent. During New Haven 
tryout Yale students filled in. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Period of Adjustment film version 
of MGM to star Dolores Hart... Tender- 
loin film rights sold to Warner Bros for 


$250, 000 


NYC Calendar 


Rosemary and The Alligators- York 
11/14, Roger Stevens presents twin bill of 
two one act plays by Molly Kazan, directed 
by Gerald Freedman with Jo Van Fleet, 
Piper Laurie, William Daniels, Paul Rich- 
ards, 


Two Noh Plays- De Lys 1/15 mat- 
inee, Greater NY Chapter of ANTA seconi 
matinee presentation of season, Two mod- 
ern Noh plays by Yukio Mishima-- " The 
Lady Akane" and "'Hanjo",translated by 
Donald Keene, directed by Walt Witcover. 


Under the Yum Yum Tree- Miiller- 
11/16. Frederick Brisson- Roger Stevens 
presents new comedy by Lawrence Roman 
directed by Joseph Anthony with Gig Young, 
Sandra Church, Nan Martin, Dean Jones. 


Advise and Consent- Cort- 11/17 
Robert Fryer- Lawrence Carr present 
Loring Mandel's adaptation of Allen 
Drury's novel directed by Franklin Sch- 
affner with Ed Begley, Richard Kiley , 
Chester Morris, Henry Jones, 


Shakespeare 


Brooks Atkinson honored at NY 
Shakespeare Festival luncheon opening 
"sponsor" campaign at which details of 
new Belvedere Lake amphitheatre were 
revealed,,.Kathleen Widdoes will por- 
tray leading role in NY Shakespeare 
Festival's Romeo and Juliet tour of NY 
high schools now Slated to start in Jan. 
Previews for "'sponsors"' scheduled 
for Dec 12-14 at Hecksher Theatre, 


Theatre TV Notes 


Rashamon will be presented in Dec 
on WNTA (NY) Play of Week with Carol 
Lawrence and Ra 


Theatre TV Notes 


Rashamon will be presented in Dec 
on WNTA (NY) Play of Week with Carol 
Lawrence and Ricardo Montalban, directed 
by Sidney Lumet... Harvey 1958 telecast 
of CBS Show of Month to be repeated Dec 3 
with Art Carney... Lynn Fontanne to narrate 
NBC Peter Pan Dec 8. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Five Plays of Strindberg" with 
new translations by Elizabeth Sprigge 
published by Doubleday Anchor ($1.45 ) 
include--Creditors, Crime and Crime , 
Dance of Death, Swanwhite, The Great 
Highway. 


NY 17 NY 
T.M. Kraus 


Published 52 weeks a year $25 per year 


Off Broadway 


Four Off Broadway shows played 
Election eve performances rather than 
Election Night--The Balcony, Leave It 
to Jane, Dance of Death, La Ronde ... 
Krapp's Last Tape and Zoo Story bill 
to close Nov 20 after 373 performances 
Stewed Prunes revue which moved 
from Take 3 coffee house will have for- 
mal opening Nov 14 and will be present- 
ed at Circle inSquare Mons at 8 40 and 
Wed and Fri at 12 midnight... Evening 
with Gypsy Rose Lee extended special 
Mon eve run at Cherry Lane to Nov 14 
and 21, 


Emmanuel, a nativity play by 
James Forsyth to bz presented Dec 4 
by Gate Repertory Co...The Plough 
and the Stars to second Phoenix 
production stacting Dec 6 


Moon Gate a new play by Paul 
Burton -Mercur to be presented in late 
Jan with Dolores Dorn-Heft... Ballet 
Ballads revival of Jerome Moross - 
John Latouche musical triple bill 
rescheduled for mid-Jan... The Tiger 
Rag, a musical chronicle of the 1920's to 
be staged in vaudeville style has switched 
producers. Originally scheduled for Dec 
at Theatre Marquee it will now be pre- 
sented in Jan by TIRA Productions. 


Three Federico Garcia Lorca 
plays will be presented this season by 
Sidney Bernstein and George Edgar. First 
will be Yerma slated for late Dec to be 
directed by Gene Frankel with choreog - 
raphy by Daniel Nagrin and original music 
by Robert Starer. 


Andrew Prine to star in Borak 
Civil War drama due Dec 13 at Martin- 
que... Mitch Ryan joined Whisper to Me 
««-Parker McCormick added to Marcus 
in the High Grass... Buck Kartalin re- 
placed Brendan Fay, Three Penny Opera. 


Deep Are the Roots presented 
50th performance in honor of Rev Mar- 
tin Luther King for benefit of his En- 
ergency Committee for Southern Free- 
dom Struggle. 


Yiddish Theatre 

My Son andI presenting nine 
performances weekly at Anderson-- 
Mon to Fri 8 30, Sat and Sun 2 30 and 
8 30 PM, 


(( Late News & Reviews- Supplement)) 


Sep 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


The Rape of the Belt- Beck- 11/5 . 3 pro-raves- 
News, Journal American, World Telegram& Sun- and 4 
con- Times, Herald Tribune, Mirror, Post- filed on new 
comedy by Benn W Levy, presented by Harriet Parsons- 
Charles Hollerith, jr-Paul Vroom- William Dean, staged 
by Albert Marre with Constance Cummings, Joyce Red- 
man, Peggy Wood, John Emery, Philip Bosco, Affirmative 
cheers were for witty, well acted satire-farce of Hercules 
legend, while negative viewers blamed author and director 
for not bringing comedy with fine cast to life. They also 
had wide difference of opinion on merits of third act. Pro 
side headed by Chapman, News, who applauded witty, enter- 
taining, pertinent comedy which becomes hilarious in the 
third act. McClain, Journal American, recommended 
enlightening, aimable well done comedy, characters witty 
and well-mannered, story frothy and politely risque with 
the female cast members merely magnificent, Aston, WTS, 
enjoyed the talk, talk, talk that was smart, smart, smart ; 
beautifully staged, wondorously costomed and set, All 
agreed that sets by Paul Morrison and costumes by J. 
Michael Travis were outstanding. Dissenter side lead 
by Taubman, Times , who feared that farcial final stanza 
ruined what up to then was amusing and pointed satire . 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, rated it a pleasant enough import 
with no particular story to tell, He vetoed it for its lack 
of comedy ideas and for its third act noisy barnyard clutter, 
Coleman, Mirror, enjoyed only third act, marking the rest of 
it talky and ever so complicated. Watts, Post, feared it 
lacked spark, wit necessary and noted play did not enfold 
itself until third act, 


Hedda Gabler- 4th St- 11/9. 6 pro- unanimous - 
with no review filed by Mirror yet- on David Ross' pro- 
duction of Ibsen classic with new translation by Michael 
Meyer. Anne Meacham replaced Mai Zetterling three 
days prior to opening after latter suffered collapse on- 
stage during second of two Sat eve previews. Her doctor 
reported she was suffering from exhaustion and ordered 
her to withdraw from the play for a complete rest. Though 
reviewers had private opinions on timeliness of title char- 
acter, all agreed that cast, direction by Ross and entire 
production is first rate, Meacham especially in title role 
drew plaudits from all critics, Taubman, Times, rated 
her Hedda as the right blend of softness and steeliness, 
and the rest of the cast including Lester Rawlins, Mark 
Lenerd, Frederick Rolk, Lori March as accomplished per- 
formers, the staging sensitive and clear. Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, admitted he always found title character cold- 
blooded, and then proceeded to rate Meacham as the best 
of his collected Heddas, together with a fine supporting 
cast, the enigmatic play presented as carefully, as intelligent- 
ly and as evocatively as he can imagine it being staged. Davis, 
News, cheered superior title performance in superior pro- 
duction, Watts,Post, enjoyed well acted revival given a forth- 
right and effective production, the translation excellent. and is 
less stilted and more colloquial than the William Archer one, 
McClain, Journal American, admits he was never impressed 
with it as a particularly forceful play but reported that Ross, 
as always, has given it a thoughtful and fresh revival which is 
first class with skilled cast, Aston, World Telegram & Sun , 
raved over Meacham's blaze of genuis, who will slow down as 
she gets used to part. First play in new Ibsen cycle by Ross 
is a master stroke, approves WTS man, 


The Mousetrap- Maidman- 11/6. 5 mild pros- and 
2 cons- News, WTS- filed on Agatha Christie's mystery melo- 
drama presented by Robert Feldstein-Spice Wood Enterprises, 
staged by Adrian Hall with Angela Thornton, John Irving, John 
Wynne-Evans. Affirmative voters doubted if it would equal its 
current eight year | cudon run but approved of it as an inter- 
esting mystery play, well presented, and especially well set 
by Paul Morrison , while negative voters simply were bored. 
Funke, Times, billed it as not great, but good enough Christie, 
well done. Crist, Herald Tribune, okayed it for fine players 
and skillful direction, rather than poor script. Coleman, Mir- 
ror, liked players,director and set in a thin, enjoyable play. 
Herridge, Post, also approved acting above script. O'Connor 
Journal American, liked both uniformly competent cast and 
intricated chiller diller. Con filed by Davis , News , blamed 
play for running on and on without a single thrill for him, 
while Saffron, World Telegram & Sun. feared it was dated 
and the opening over-priced at $7.90. 


OFF 


BROADWAY 


WEEK 


Man and Superman- Gate- 11/6 3 mild pros- Times, 
Journal American, World Telegram & Sun- and 2 cons- 
Herald Tribune, Post- filed on Gate Repertory Co limited 
three week revival of Shaw comedy directed by Matt Conley 
with Frank Echols, Norma Justin, Grace Chapman, Jim 
Oyster in leading roles. Shaw's gems rather than uniform- 
ly fine acting drew pros, with wide difference of opinion ex- 
pressed on particular cast members, Gelb, Times, listed 
it as a marked improvement over production earlier this 
season of comedy at Jan Hus with females of current cast 
better at Shaw than males, McClain, Journal American, 
okayed company that handled Shaw exceedingly well. Aston, 
WTS, tabbed it workmanlike and enjoyable, he noted that the 
three sassy sets by Herbert Senn and Helen Pond were ex- 
cellent. Con voter Kupferberg, Herald Tribune, approved 
of set and costumes but feared for all cast's eagerness and 
effort they only partially convey the drama and devilitry 
Shaw intended, Main trouble,he added, was that no cast 
member really stood out to pull production together, While 
Herridge, Post, vetoed it blaming acting inadequate to do the 
famed script justice. Only Charles Caron, Frank Echols, 
Norma Justin of cast appeared in group's first production 
of season "The Idiot." 


Nat Turner-Casa Galicia-405 W 41-ll/4- 2 cons- 
Times, World Telegram& Sun- filed on new play by Paul 
Peters presented by Arrow Players, directed by Ronnie 
Paris Thur to Suns only with Richard Ward, Vinie Burrows, 
Play on Negro slave leader was first presented Off Broad- 
way ten years ago , also with Negro and white cast, Script 
not players, blamed for current failure, Calta, Times , 
panned play on powerful subject a rather crude and ineffect- 
ual piece of writing, characterizations on the surface and the 
story line spasmodic, Saffron, WTS, placed main flaw the 
writing of main role for making him unsympathetic , even 
though you agree with him. 


Tom Sawyer- Sheridan Sq Playhouse 11/5, Rosen- 
berg, Post, approved of children's musical presented 
week-ends with Austin O'Toole in title role, and doubling 
as author, composer and director, It is done with just the 
proper mixture of zest,drama and songs to please hosts 
of children and not weary the adults, and is presented by 
an excellent company including Ray Tudor, Suzanne Gran- 
field and Carol Risser. 


A Zany Evening with Elsa Lanchester- Hunter Play- 
house- 1174, Gelb, Times, applauded one woman ( and two 
piano) performance presented for one night in NY follow- 
ing nationwide tour, though he suggested she would have 
felt more at home in a smaller theatre, Actress has a — 
funny way with a song, and she can be tender and spine- 
chilling too, 


A Curious Evening with Gypsy Rose Lee- Cherry 
Lane- 1177-14 & 21, Aston, World Telegram & Sun , filed 
pro notice on weird and wonderful movies of career of 
actress-strip teaser--author which she comments on, 


The Magic Man- Waldorf Astoria- l/l. Quinn 
Mirror, recommended 30 minute industrial musical 
presented at General Motors '"'Motorama" created and 
directed by Cy Feuer and Ernest Martin presented by 
cast of 50 six times daily starting at 240 PM. Hal 
England, Cynthia Scott and Illona Maral are featured , 
music and lyrics by Robert Haymes. 


(( Late Reviews on Supplement )) 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


NY STATE OF MIND...The NY state of mind has prevailed 
so long, is so strongly entrenched that in most places 
it is accepted humbling and without dumor, points out 
Cohen, Toronto Star, Therefore when an out-of-town 
critic objects to a third rate touring company or dis- 
putes the opinions of the NY critics; the NY experts , 
secure in a self-spun cocoon of complacency, assume 
the protests are peevish, ungrateful and undeserved . 
Canadian critic denied "Insider's Newsletter" report 
that Camelot was panned and "Variety" implied threat 
that unless Toronto behaves properly it will be denied 
any more tryout chances, 


COLUMN TIPS...Gena Rowlands left Critic's Choice because 
she was somewhat critical of director Otto Preminger's 
attitude and he was critical of hers, whispers McHarry, 
News... Phil Harris now preferred for lead in Mad 
Avenue, originally intended for Frankie Lane, hears 
Kilgalien, Journal American..,Carol Lawrence and 
Anna Marie Alberghetti being considered for Carnival 
musical leads, reports Wilson, Post 


7 30 FLOP...Wed 7 30 PM curtain flopped because ticket hold- 
ers refused to rush through their dinners, states Cole- 
man, Mirror, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...Bravo for Kerr, Herald Tribune, filed by 
paper's reader who was glad to see reviewer defend his 
and his wife's integrity against the censorious assults of 
amateur critic David Merrick,,.The public wants plays 
that hold their interest from start to finish,that have 
strong characters, that either touch their hearts and /or 
make them laugh and have at least one thrill, a Calif 
fan informs Elmer Rice who relays the data via a Times 
letter, 


SEASON'S BESTS...Though theatre season isn't living up to 
the dreamy anticipations, Watts, Post, unreservedly re- 
commends-- The Hostage, Becket, Irma La Douce, Taste 
of Honey, Elaine May and Mike Nichols, 


SECOND GUESSES...The Wall fails in the theatre to rise 
to the emotional heights to be hoped from it, the 
theme in itself is so dramatic and some of its epi- 
sodes are so shocking that despite its weaknesses 
it is by no means a negligible play, concludes Watts, 
Post...The Wall is gripping, shocking and relent - 
less, you cannot see it without being moved to an al- 
most intolerable rage, comments Chapman, News... 
The Wall's adaptor has instead of taking a knife to 
the John Hersey novel has taken a knife to each of 
its characters, fears Kerr, Herald Tribune. Thus 
curtailed their lives elude us. 


THEATRE BOOK COMMENTS.,.''Guide to Great Plays" 
edited by Joseph T Shipley (Public Affairs Press 
$10) recommended by Chapman, News, as a useful 
reminder of pertinent facts of 660 plays....''Charles 
Macklin-An Actor's Life" by William Appleton , of 
Columbia University, published by Harvard Univ 
Press ($5) enjoyed by Stanley Young, Times. Result 
of research is theatrical history written with wit 
and gossipy interchange. 


THEATRE RECORD COMMENTS,..Tenderloin original 
cast album (Capitol) approved by Aston, World Tele- 
Gram & Sun and Gros, Variety. WTS aisle-sitter raved 
over it as much as he did the first night performance 
while trade paper mugg rated it a choice item, bright 
and tuneful, sung with zest and exuberance. 


PROS & CONS BY TMK 


The Unsinkable Molly Brown is a delightful, contagious 
noisy corny slice of American musical brought vividly to life 
via the unique talents of Tammy Grimes. It matters little that 
the book forgets to develop any but the title character or even 
that several of the songs in the first act seemed left over from 
"The Music Man." The important fact is that the slightly zany 
singing, dancing and acting Miss Grimes is having a wonderful 
time onstage and such is her genius that she immediatly trans- 
lates this pure fun to the audience, 


* * 


The Rape of the Belt is a handsome, disappointing enter- 
prise with an excellent cast headed by two beautiful, talented 
women with costumes to match, an unusual set and a some- 
times witty satire on the Hercules tale, Though sections of 
the continuous discussion are clever, too much is mundane 
talk about off-stage happenings. Such a play to hold interest 
must be bright and brittle, line by line. 


* * 


Interesting new element of the current Broadway sea- 
son is the extra large number of leading players who are 
quiting during the out-of-town tryout period, More often than 
not this is not a reflection on the quality of the script as it is 
‘a tabulation on the size of their role, Too many stars seem 
to judge scripts purely by the quantity of speeches they are 
permitted. If critics were to judge plays by their length 
these same actors would be the first to object. Putting on a 
Broadway play is always a cooperative enterprise, but a 
leading player makes a mistake to sign a contract in the hope 
that his role will automatically be enlarged during the tryout 
period, 


If NYC high schools do not turn out a record number 
of home-grown theatre fans during the next few years it will 
not be because no one tried. Phoenix Theatre, NY Shake- 
speare Festival and American Theatre Wing will soon all 
have touring companies presenting established classics , 
modern dramas and famous musicals to any school that 
wants them, With some luck and with lowered ticket prices 
for students at all Broadway and Off Broadway productions, 
these efforts can pay off directly at the box-office, All con- 
cerned should be encouraged to stick to their projects in - 
spite of the obstacles, be they Borough presidents or unions, 


Midnight presentations of Stewed Prunes revue at 
Circle in Square Wed and Fri nights, after it was rescued 
from Take 3 coffee house after troubles with both Fire 
Dept and Actors Equity should if successful open an en- 
tire new field of theatre-going and employment. Gr een- 
wich Village is so mobbed late every night that a second 
late-late show at 3 AM might even be tested, 


* * 


One thing must be said for the NY drama critics, 
Not one sprung in print to the defense of their colleague 
who was verbally attacked by a producer for alledgedly 
reprinting his wife's best quips as his own, This is def- 
inetly not in the American team spirit, and might even 
be investigated, 


* 


f= 
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Theatre Fact Chart presents up-to-minute data on current business and critical reaction 
on current Broadway and Off Broadway shows. Top week-end prices and opening dates are 


listed. 


SUBSCRIBERS ONLY may write or phone for any other specific critical data and/or for 
specific details of late NYC reviews and Out of Town tryout reviews. 


"C"-Critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO votes filed by 7 NYC daily newspaper 
reviewers. PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating even- 
ing, not if critic predicted if show would be a commercial hit ( earn back its investment. ) 


"B"- Business- figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales last week and indicates 
current availability of tickets. Figures that follow, all in thousands of dollars, are gross 
capacity (CAP) and corrected Variety grosses of past week and preceding weeks. Thus- 
100% B- Cap $80--$80 $76 $74- means show was a sellout last week at $80,000, the prev- 
ious week's gross was $76,000, etc 


EES ESS EEE EE ERE EES EEE ES ERED 


BECKET 
St James $7.50 10/5/60 


BEST MAN 
Morosco $7, 50 3/31/60 


BYE BYE BIRDIE 
54th St $8.60 4/14/60 


FACE OF HERO 
O Neill $7. 50 10/20/60 


FIOR ELLO 
Broadhurst $9.40 11/23/59 


49th COUSIN 
Ambass $6, 90 10/27/60 


GYPSY 
Imperial $9.40 5/21/59 


HOS TAGE 
Cort $7.50 9/20/60 


INVITATION TO MARCH 
M Box $7, 50 10/29/60 


IRMA LA DOUCE 
Plymouth $8. 60 9/28/60 


LA PLUME 
Royale $8.05 11/11/58 


MIKE & ELAINE 
Golden $6.90 10/8/60 


MIRACLE WORKER 
Playhouse $7. 50 10/19/60 


MUSIC MAN 
Broadway $8.05 12/19/57 


MY FAIR LADY 
Hellinger $8.05 3/15/56 


PERIOD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Hayes $7.50 11/10/60 


RAPE OF BELT 
Beck $7. 50 11/5/60 


SOUND OF MUSIC 
Lunt $9.90 11/16/59 


TAKE ME ALONG 
Shubert $9.40 10/22/59 


TASTE OF HONEY 
Lyceum $6.90 10/4/60 


TENDER LOIN 
46th St $8.60 10/17/60 


TENTH MAN 
Booth $7.50 11/5/59 


THURBER CARNIVAL 
ANTA $7, 50 2/26/60 


TOYS IN ATTIC 
Hudson $7, 50 2/25/60 


UNSINKABLE M BROWN 
W Garden $9.40 11/3/60 


THE WALL 
Rose $7. 50 10/11/60 


WEST SIDE STORY 
Alvin $8.05 4/27/60 


246 W 44 
LA 4-4664 


235 W 45 
CI 6-6230 


152 W 54 
JU 6-3787 


230 W 49 
CI 5-9442 


235 W 44 
CI 6-6699 


215 W 45 
CO 5-1855 


249 W 45 
CO 5-2412 


138 W 48 
CI 5-4289 


239 W 45 
CI 5-9850 


236 W 45 
CI 6-9156 


242 W 45 
CI 5-5760 


246 W 45 
CI 6-6740 


137 W 48 
CI 5-6060 


1681 Bway 
CI 7-7992 


235 W 51 
PL 7-7064 


206 W 45 
CI 6-6380 


302 W 45 
CI 6-6363 


205 W 46 
JU 6-5555 


225 W 44 
CI 6-5910 


149 W 45 
JU 6-9854 


226 W 46 
CI 6-4271 


222 W 45 
CI 6-5969 


245 W 52 
CI 6-6270 


141 W 44 
JU 6-2237 


1634 Bway 
CI 5-4878 


208 W 41 
WI 7-5510 


250 W 52 
CI 5-5226 


90% C- 4 raves- 1 Con- Times 
100% B. Cap $59--$58 $56 $57 $59 $59 


100% C- 7 pro- 3 raves 
90% B- Cap $40--$35 $40 $40 $41 $38 


90% C- 1 Con- Times-rest all raves 
90% B- Cap $60- $55- $58 $58 -Beck 


10% C- 1 Pro- Post 
65% B- Cap $45-- $29 $31 


100% C- 5 raves-Post, WTS milder book 
100% B- Cap $58--$56 $58 $58 $58 $58 


30% C- 2 Pro- Times, News 
65% B- Cap $32-- $23 


100% C- 7 pro- J Am milder on book 
80% B- Cap $64--$49 $51 $59 $64 $50 


60% C- 4 Pro- H Trib, Post, Mir, WTS 
65% B- Cap $40--$25 $28 $21 $22 $22 $20 


30% C- 2 Pro- News, J Am 
70% B- Cap $40-- $27 


90% C- 1 Con- H Trib 
100% B- Cap $49--$49 $49 $49 $48 $48 


100% C- 6 raves-Times milder 
75% B- Cap $45--$35 $37 $40 $42 $35 


100% C- 7 pro for 2 person revue 
100% B- Cap $30--$30 $30 $31 $30 


100% C- 5 raves-Times, WTS milder 
95% B- Cap $36--$32 $34 $36 $36 $33 


100% C- 6 raves- H Trib milder 
50% B- Cap $73--$36 $48- $38 Moved Maj 


100% C- 7 raves Play-News OK p Charls 
70% B- Cap $70--$48 $50 $56 $58 $51 


See Supplement for Digests 
Cap $43 


40% C- 3 Pro-Raves-News, J Am, WTS 
Cap $49 


90% C- 1 Con- H Trib- 3 raves 
100% B- Cap $75--$75 $76 $76 $76 $76 


90% C- 1 Con- Mir-2 raves-News, WTS 
50% B- Cap $64--$31 $40 $58 $52 $52 


80% C- 2 Con- News, Mir 
65% B- Cap $32--$22 $24 $23 $21 $17 


30% C- 2 Pro-News, WTS (raves ) 
95% B- Cap $65--$62 $62 $61 


100% C- 7 pro-2 raves-Ti mes, News 
50% B- Cap$32--. $16 $20$22 $24 $22 


100% C- 6 raves-Mir milder 
35% B- Cap $49--$14 $21 $22 $28 $28 $27 


100% C- 5 raves-Times,) Am milder 
50% B- Cap $40--$20 $24 $25 $27 $25 $17 


70% C- 2 Con- News, Miror 
Cap$68 


40% C- 3 pro- raves-Times,News, WTS 
40% Bap $46--$18 $22 $25 $30 


100% C- 7 pro on return of musical 
65% B - Cap $55--$29 $33 $39 


OFF BROADWAY 


BALCONY 159 Bleecker 
Circle $4.50 3/3/60 GR 3-4950 
DANCE OF DEATH 4 St Marks 
Key $3.60 9/13/60 GR 5-9748 
DEEP ARE ROOTS 133-2nd Av 
St Marks $3. 60 10/3/60 OR 4-3530 
DRUMS UNDER WINDOW 38 Comm 

C Lane $4, 60 10/13/60 CH 2-4289 
GREENWICH VILLAGE USA 1 Sher Sq 

L Sher Sq $4.50 9/28/60 UN 9-1334 


FANT ASTICKS 181 Sullivan 
Sullivan $4, 60 5/3/60 OR 4-3838 
HERE COME CLOWNS 100-7th Av S 
Actors Play $4.60 9/19/60 OR 5-1036 
KRAPPS LAST TAPE 162-2nd Av 
Cricket $4.50 1/14/60 OR 4-3960 
KUKLA BURR OLLIE 44 & Bway 
Astor $4, 80 10/31/60 LT 1-2715 
LA RONDE 0 E 59 
T Marquee $3.90 5/9/60 PL 3-2575 
LEAVE IT TO JANE 99-7th Av S 
Sher Sq $5 5/25/59 CH 2-9244 
LITTLE MARY SUNSHINE 126-2nd Av 
Orpheum $4.95 11/18/59 OR 4-8140 
MAN & SUPERMAN 162-2nd Av 
Gate $3.60 11/6/60 QR 4-8796 
MOUSETR AP 416 W 42 
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NYC THEATRE CALENDAR 


Rosemary & The Alligator-York 11/14 
Under Yum Yum Tree- Miller 11/16 
Advise & Consent- Cort- 11/17 
Whisper to Me- Players- 11/21 
Marcus in High Grass-G Mews-ll/21 
Dream Play- T East- 11/22 

The Premise- Premise 11/22 

All the Way Home- Belasco- 11/30 
Love & Libel- 11/30 


Little Moon Alban-Longacre 12/1 
Camelot- Majestic- 12/3 
Emmanuel- Gate- 12/4 

Send Me No Flowers- Atkinson 12/5 
Plough & Stars-Phoenix 12/6 
Borak- Martinque- 12/13 

Critics Choice- Barrym 12/14 
Wildcat- Alvin- 12/15 

Jungle of Cities-Living- 12/16 
Donogoo- G Mews- 12/19 

What a Killing- York- 12/22 

Do Re Mi- St James- 12/26 
Beautiful Dreamer-Mad Av- 12/27 


FINAL WEEK 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST SER VICE--now 
in its llth year of service to theatre teachers, students, professionals 
--college drama departments, community theatres, college and pub- 
lic libraries--presents each week of the year a concise 15 minute 
summary of all theatre news, comments, reviews, etc- published in 
the past week's 2100 pages of 7 NYC daily newspapers. Plus weekly 


3 Pro- Times, Post, WTS 
3 Con- H Trib, News, J Am 


2 Pro- Times, WTS 
3 Con- H Trib, Post, J Am 


5 Pro- 
1 Con-Post- No Mirror 


5 Pro- 
2 Con- H Trib, News 


5 Pro- 
1 Con- Times- No Mirror 


5 Pro- 
1 Con- H Trib-No Mirror 


4 Pro- Times, News, Post, J Am 
3 Con- H Trib, Mir, WTS 


6 Pro- No Mirror 


6 Pro- No Mirror 


1 Pro- WTS ( rave ) 
5 Con- All mild- No Mirror 


5 Pro- 
2 Con- H Trib, News 


6 Pro- 4 raves- No Mirror 


3 Pro- Times, J Am, WTS 
2 Con- H Trib, Post- to Dec 3 


5 Pro- 
2 Con- News, WTS 


4 Pro- Times,H Trib, News Post 
Yiddish- English musical 


3 Pro- Mirror, J Am, WTS 


5 Pro- No Mirror 
1 Con- H Trib 


2 Pro- H Trib, WTS 
3 Con- Times, Post, J Am 


3 Pro- Times, H Trib, Post 


Connection-5 Con-l Pro-Post 7/5/59 
Theatre Chance-! Pro-Post 6/22/60 


Conquering Hero-ANTA 1/5 
Rhinoceros- 1/5 

Show Girl- 1/14 

Love & Death- 1/15 

Midgie Purvis- 1/26 


Ilm With Your- 2/1 

Medium Rare- 2/6 

Faust- C Center- 2/7 

Once Was Russian- 2/8 

13 Daughters- 2/9 

Comedie Francaise-C Center 2/21 
The Caretaker- Miller 2/? 

Red Roses for Me- G Mews 2/? 


Donnybrook- 3/17 


“Outer Broadway Theatre Letter" supplement giving exclusive edit- 
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College Theatre 


Goodman Theatre School, Chicago 
to present Venus Observed Dec 2 with 
Tom Helmore, Royal Gambit Jan 13 with 
Sam Wanamaker, Under Milkwood Feb 
24, Uncle Vanya Apr 17 with Joseph 
Schildkraut, Student performers in the 
casts with guest star and some Equity 
players, 


Congreve's The Way of the World 
to be presented by two casts for work- 
shop production in Dec by Institute of 
Advanced Studies in Theatre Arts, NYC 
with George Devine, of London's Royal 
Court Theatre as guest director. 


Andrew Prine is current ANTA 
guest star in Romeo and Juliet , Univ 
of Conn, Storrs, to Nov 19... Univ of 
Calif at Los Angeles and John van Druten 
Foundation playwriting contest closes 
Jan 6 with winner of $1000 award and 
production at UCLA Theatre Workshop 
announced Mar 22, It is open to authors 
of original scripts who have never had 
a play professional produced. 


Loeb Drama Center, Harvard 
Univ $2 million building heralded as a 
great step forward for the non-profess- 
ional theatre movement by" Topics", 
Times essay. Newly established univ- 
ersity and college playhouses supply 
the vital need of replacing the ever- 
dwindling activity of scattered road 
companies by bringing theatre to 
local communities, essay concluded. 


New Theatres 


National Cultural Center, Wash- 
ington. D,C, will first construct com- 
plete shell of project and then finish 
the opera house first, This will be 
used for opera, symphonies and also 
theatre presentations starting in 1964, 


Summer Playhouses 


Super pageant The Kansas Story 
with music by Meredith Willson, book — 
by Vladmir Rosing to be presented in 
Topeka and Wichita next summer with 
cast of 1100 at cost to state of $600000 
Willson also will do music for follow- 
ing summer's The Idaho Story with 
book by Talbot Jennings. 


OUTER BROADWAY 


THEATRE LETTER 


Winter Repertory 


San Juan, Puerto Rico, Drama 
Festival opens third 10 week season 
Jan 10, Barry Yellen producer, Sea- 
son with NY repertory company to 
include--Auntie Mame with Gypsy 
Rose Lee, On Borrowed Time with 
Boris Karloff, The Teahouse of the 
August Moon with Eddie Bracken, 
The Man Who Came to Dinner with 
Paulette Goddard and Gigi with 


Margaret O Brien. 


Solid Gold Cadillac with 
Martha Raye continues at Drury 
Lane, Chicago to Dec 4... The Egg 
by Felicien Marceau , translated by 
Robert Schlitt, opens Nov 15 at Arena 
Stage, Washington, D, C, 


AETA News 


Second annual NY area 
Regional Conference of AETA to 
be held Nov 26 at Hunter College, 
NY, Playhouse, Organizational 
meeting to set up Region 14 AETA 
to cover NY,NJ and Penn will be 
held, plus discussions on-- Future 
of Theatre in the Secondary Schools, 
Colleges and Theatre for Children , 
New Playwrights and the Colleges. 
Examples of college production tech- 
niques will be presented by groups 
from Hunter College and Hofstra 
College, Hempstead, NY 


Road Tours 


A Midsummer Night's Dream 
will be presented for three week Chic- 
ago run of American Shakespeare Fes- 
tival starting Nov 14, rather than play- 
ing in repertory with The Winter's 
Tale. er 


Pre-Broadway tour of I'm 

With You musical starring Nat King 
Cole currently in San Francisco has 
new producers, director and writer. 
Joe Sargent has replaced Bill Coll- 
eran as director, Les Pine and Bob 
Wells have written new material, and 
Paul Gregory has stepped out as co- 
producer with Kell-Cole Productions, 


Europe 


The Fantasticks will be pre- 
sented in London by Frank Product- 
ions... The Miracle Worker first 
foreign debut was in Stockholm with 
Maj-Britt Nillson, 


College---.--- Community---- Summer 


Calendar- Tryout Openings 


All the Way Home-Colonial-Bos- 
ton- 11/1 


Camelot- Shubert, Boston -10/28 


Conquering Hero- Shubert- 
New Haven 11/19 


Critic's Choice- Forrest- 


Philadelphia 11/14 


Do Re Mi- Shubert- Philadelphia 
11/7 


Little Moon of Alban- National 
Washington 


Love and Libel- Cass, Detroit 


Send Me No Flowers- Walnut 


Philadelphia 11/14 
Wildcat- Erlanger, Philadelphia 
11/7 
Calendar- Current Tours 
Andersonville Trial- Austin 
Wichita Falls 11715, Lincoln 11/17 


Kansas City, Mo 11/18-19 


At the Drop of a Hat- Des 


Moines 11/14, Denver T1717-19 


Destry Rides Again-Curran- 
San Francisco 11/7 


Five Finger Exercise-Nixon 
Pittsburgh 


Flower Drum Song- Shubert 


Chicagoll/14 


Majority of One- Erlanger- 
Chicago- 9/2 


Music Man- Columbus 11/14 


My Fair Lady- O Keefe, Toronto 


Raisin in Sun- Royal Alexandria 
Toronto 


Three Penny Opera- Music Box 
Hollywo 


World of Suzie Wong- American 
St Louis 11/14 
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NIGHTS 


FIRST 


FAMOUS 


Diamond Lil- Royale- 4/9/28, Mae West got rave 
notices for herself on the NY opening of her famed melo- 
drama, and almost unanimous panning of script she wrote 
based on idea by Mark Lindner, Presented by Jack Lindner 
cast included Curtis Cooksey, Herbert Duffy, Jack La Rue, 
Helen Vincent, Jack Howard and Louis Nussbaum, Latter 
two made career out of roles portraying them in each of 
the many revivals and road tours, 


First NY production ran 176 performances and 
was followed by a successful nationwide road tour, Pre- 
sented withWest again and again on the road it also had 
a profitable ten month run in London in 1947, Returning 
to Broadway in Feb 1949 it played a total of 181 perform- 
ances in a run halted for ten weeks due to West's break - 
ing her ankle in a hotel room fall. This revival was pre- 
sented by Albert Rosen -Herbert Freezer,directed by 
Charles Freeman, Subway circuit producer George Brandt 
again presented famed production at Broadway Theatre in 
1951 for a run of 67 performances, Also in 1951 during her 
nationwide tour West played at Monte Proser's Cafe Thea- 
tre, NY, in a capsule night club version, 


After 1949 many of West's most popular songs 
were added to show including-- "A Good Man is Hard 
to Find," "Roll Me Over", and "Come Up and See Me 
Some Time." Also during 1949 tour for first time in 
play's history it was banned in Atlanta by the Library 
Board of Trustees as "' obscene and lewd, not fit to appear 
in Atlanta," 


Times-( unsigned review)- a lurid and frequently 
rousing melodrama of the Bowery and the'90s . It is amply, 
if somewhat embarrassingly entertaining for two of three 
acts, with third pretty bad. West's good acting makes Lil 
a pretty credible and interesting figure even if her play- 
writing is a bit thick, She has a fine and direct way of 
approaching her subject that is almost Elizabethian, If 
you stay, you are likely to enjoy it. 


Herald Tribune- Percy Hammond- play straight from 
files of Police Gazette is recommended to theatre-goers in- 
terested in reclaiming contrite artistes in their passion of re- 
finement. West is a plump, almost Circassian, blonde whose 
ample figure overflows her girdles in graceful cascades and 
she makes Lil illuminated by many thoughtful details, 


Sun- Richard Lockridge- West is vibrant and enliv- 
ening through it all, being by no means as bad an actress as 
she is a playwright. Rest of cast is quite inadequate, the play 
is vulgar without being brazen. 


World- "J, H''- play is hearty, rip-roaring, hell bent 
for election melodrama, West played rough, hard boiled beauty 
with sort of sulkiness that was far more telling and effective 
than loud methods many would use for such a character, Maj- 
ority of cast did sterling work. A good rowdy entertainment. 


LATE NYC 


NEWS & 


REVIEWS 


LATE NYC NEWS: The Sound of Music to vacation 
Dec 19-26... She Stoops to Conquer does not seat latecomers 
until after the first scene is concluded, Wed night curtains 
are at 7 30 PM...New Dramatists Committee opens fall 
lecture series Nov 15 with George Devine, British director, 
discussing new trends in the English theatre... Albert Quin- 
ton awarded $1000 Ian Keith Memorial Award by cast mem- 
bers of NY Shakespeare Festival... Fidelity Lane current 
Paris musical hit to be presented in Anglicized form by Jo- 
seph Kipness next season.,.Nov "Drama Desk" meeting to 
consider "Is There a Way Out of The Theatre's Economic 
Strait - Jacket" Nov 14 with David Merrick, Roger Stevens, 
Robert Whitehead, Lawrence Langer, Leo Kerz and Celeste 
Holm, 


Period of Adjustment- Hayes- 11/10. 5 pro- and 2 
con- Times, World Telegram & Sun- filed on new comedy 
by Tennessee Williams, staged by George Roy Hill, pre - 
sented by Cheryl Crawford with Barbara Baxley, James 
Daly, Robert Webber, Rosemary Murphy. Affirmative 
reviewers applauded first comedy by playwright as gentle 
and touching, and filed unanimous raves for Barbara Bax- 
ley in leading role, Negative reviewers were disappointed 
that light-hearted Williams was not as able as the famed 
serious Williams. Pro side headed by Kerr, Herald Trib- 
une , found nearly everything funny and touching with an 
exceptional cast, a director who discovered the just right 
itching rate in a believable evening, probably even a wise 
one, Chapman, News, applauded affectionate and rather 
charming little comedy with its charming performances, 
Coleman, Mirror, praised touching comedy, staged with 
insight and moving performances, proving that Williams 
can make you laugh as well as cry. Watts, Post, billed 
it as delightful, a charming , warm hearted comedy, con— 
stantly interesting with an excellent cast and helpful stag- 
ing. McClain, Journal American, enjoyed warm, hilarious 
good humor, superb casting and acting, ingenious direct- 
ion, Dissenter Taubman, Times, found moments that 
sparkle with freshness and erupt with laughter, but feared 
that too much of play moves in gray light that does not re- 
flect playwright's capacity for illumination, it is neither 
notably serious nor notably comic. Aston, WTS, felt 
that first two acts were vivid dialogue going nowhere , 
and that the third act while it had punch seemed to grope 
for an ending. 
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